dominated by yellow. Van Gogh's last physician, PaulFerdinand Gachet, was the subject of three portraits by van Gogh; in one, Gachet is holding the flower purple foxglove, or digitalis purpurea (Fig. 1) . In 1785, W. Whithering had observed that objects appeared yellow or green when foxglove was given therapeutically in large and repeated doses (6). Since 1925, various physicians, including Jackson, Zerfas, Sprague, and White, quoting Cushny, professor of pharmacology at the University of Edinburgh, have noted that patients overmedicated with digitalis develop yellow vision (7-9). According to Cushny, "All colors may be shaded with yellow or rings of light may be present."
It has been established that van Gogh suffered from epilepsy, for which he was treated with digitalis, as was often the case in the late 19th century.
Barton and Castle stated that Parkinson recommended the use of digitalis in epileptics (10). Other physicians, including Bartholow, Phillips, Gelineau, and Gowers, also suggested the utilization of digitalis in epilepsy (11) (12) (13) (14) . Was van Gogh's fascination with the color yellow due to the toxic effects of digitalis? Van Gogh became extremely melancholic, and his depression accelerated during the years 1874-86. Prior to this time, his palette was predominately black, brown, and umber. However, his palette lightened markedly with the increasing prominence of yellow as his depression, psychosis, and epilepsy worsened.
During this period, digitalis may have been utilized to relieve his suffering.
In 1925, Sprague et al. (8) , in addition to describing the dominance of yellow and green visual disturbance in digitalis poisoning, also noted that overmedicated patients complained of spots of various colors surrounded by a corona; dilation and constriction of pupils also occurred, leading to anisocoria.
A century earlier, the famous physician Jan Evangelista Puricinje had noticed, 2 days after ingesting an aqueous extract of digitalis, "a soft ificker before my left eye. In the center of the field of vision, there was a rounded spot of dim lights which disappeared and around the spots were concentric light and dark waves" (15) . The anisocoria of van Gogh in a later self-portrait strongly suggests that he was being overmedicated with digitalis. for Cellini, the dose wasn't large enough to kill him but was enough to cure his syphilis, and he went on to live many more years. Cellini toasted his would-be assassins as healers, and in commemoration of the cause and cure of his disease, placed the multibreasted goddess of venereal disease opposite the god Mercury on the pedestal of his statue of Perseus with the Medusa's head (26) (Fig. 3) . Cellini developed a dark silver grey discoloration of his 'Arnold now believes that van Gogh's illness was acute intermittent porphyria, as he concludes in his recent book (24). In a review of this book, however, Sandblom (25) notes that WaldenstrOm, an expert on porphyrias, is somewhat skeptical about this diagnosis because red coloration of the urine, typical of this condition, was never mentioned in van Gogh's correspondence.
skin, which may have been caused by the mercury and is consistent with mercury toxicity (27). The modern chemistry laboratory could have verified this possibility by examination of Cellini's urine. Penicillin has now replaced mercury for treating syphilis.
Composers Niccolo Paganini
Various diseases affected the creativity and productivity of famous composers of classical music. A dark silver grey discoloration of the skin afflicted Niccolo Paganini (1782-1840), again allegedly because of the therapeutic utilization of mercury to treat syphilis. He also suffered from pulmonary tuberculosis, causing an emaciated, cachectic appearance.
Ehiers-Danlos syndrome contributed to Paganini's strange appearance, which so fascinated his musical admirers (Fig. 4) . 
Ludwigvan Beethoven
The deafness of Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) was most likely due to the compression of the eighth cranial nerve. Both Paget disease of bone and otosclerosis have been suspected as the cause of the compression (32). The osteoblastic proliferation of the bones with compression of the eighth cranial nerve is a well-known complication of Paget disease. Beethoven's head became very large with a prominent forehead; his jaw enlarged, and his chin protruded.
The enlarged bones caused his hat and shoes not to fit (Fig. 5) symptoms of anasarca, vomiting, purpura, dyspnea, and pallor are most consistent with renal failure being the most probable cause of his demise. The modern treatment of the poststreptococcal renal failure would have included adrenal corticosteroids, renal dialysis, and renal transplantation.
The belief that Mozart was poisoned is discounted by the studies indicating that he died of renal failure (48).
Frederic Chopin
Tuberculosis and other diseases caused much pain and suffering in many of the great painters, composers, and authors.
At the time of Frederic Chopin's (1810-
1849)
death, no one questioned the theory that he died of tuberculosis until the autopsy. Chopin's nocturnes and his funeral sonata are melancholic, composed when he was very febrile and toxic. He had a relentless decline in his health and had marked hemoptysis. (Fig. 7) , the great English statesman, who may have suffered from gout. The Kings advisers told him to send troops to maintain control of the colonies; however, Pitt denounced the harsh British measures against the American colonies. Because of his illness and severe arthritic pain, Pitt was forced to cease his opposition to King George's harsh decisions. Pitt's arthritic signs and symptoms are consistent with a diagnosis of gout (52).
The incidence of gout in England was extremely high. Alfred Baring Garrod recognized the high incidence of lead poisoning causing gout in Great Britain (52). After the treaty of Methuen in 1703, the cheaper Portuguese wines were allowed into England.
The lead content of port during this period was 10 times higher than in our port today. The fruit acids of wine were excellent solvents of the lead in the crocks containing the Portuguese port. The lead could cause kidney damage, high blood uric acid, and gout. In the US, lead poisoning gout is called saturnine gout (gout due to lead poisoning) and is most often related to the habitual consumption of moonshine alcohol with a large lead content, having been produced in lead-containing vats such as discarded lead batteries (53 
